A new species of Orchidaceae, Epidendrum caparaoense W.Forst. & V.C.Souza, is described and illustrated. This species is known only from the type locality, Caparaó National Park, in Minas Gerais State, where it grows on low tree trunks in gallery forests, at approximately 1300 m. The taxon is distinct from the other species of the genus by its laterally compressed stems, a long tubular spathaceous bract at the base of the inflorescence, a labellum with the free portion three-lobed and the clinandrium with an entire margin. It is considered similar to E. geniculatum and E. hololeucum .
INTRODUCTION
Epidendrum L. is a large orchid genus, comprising over 800 species throughout the Neotropics (Dressler, 1993) . The species occur mainly as forest epiphytes, but also grow on rocks in the 'campos rupestres' and as terrestrials in savannah vegetation. The last revisions of this genus in Brazil were those of Cogniaux (1893 − 96) and Pabst & Dungs (1975 , 1977 . Since then, many species have been described and new occurrences recorded in recent publications Sánchez & Hágsater, 1993; Barros, 1996; Silva & Silva, 1997; Frey & Castro Neto, 2005) . Pabst & Dungs (1975 , 1977 listed 115 species of Epidendrum in Brazil. During a floristic survey of Orchidaceae in Caparaó National Park in the state of Minas Gerais, one specimen was found that belongs to a distinct species in relation to all other species collected in the area and described so far. Flowers four, anthesis simultaneous, resupinate, sepals and petals greenish-yellow suffused with purple, apical half of column, anther and lip completely white. Ovary with pedicel 20 mm, terete. Sepals free, 11 × 3 mm, oblanceolate, acute, margin entire, fleshy, five-veined, the lateral sepals somewhat falcate. Petals 11 × 2 mm, oblanceolate, obtuse, margin entire, spreading, slightly incurved, membranaceous, threeveined. Labellum united to the column, free portion three-lobed, fleshy, bicallose, divergent calli ovoid, low; disc with longitudinal keel; lateral lobes orbicular, rounded; midlobe ovate, obtuse, margins entire. Column 8 × 3 mm, straight, slender. Clinandrium not prominent, margin entire, fleshy. Anther subglobose, four-celled. Pollinia four, ovoid, laterally compressed, with granulose caudicles, yellow; viscidium semiliquid. Rostellum subapical, slit. Nectary shallow, not penetrating beyond the perianth.
DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW SPECIES
Notes: Epidendrum caparaoense is easily recognized by its pendent plant, the stem somewhat laterally compressed, the inflorescence with a tubular spathaceous bract at the base, greenish-yellow suffused with purple sepals and petals, labellum white. E. geniculatum and E. hololeucum are similar with this new species, but have terete stems, lacking the spathaceous bract, and flowers are completely white. Also, the lip characters in E. caparaoense are clearly distinct due to its free three-lobed portion, orbicular lateral lobes and ovate, obtuse midlobe, whereas E. geniculatum and E. hololeucum have an entire obovate labellum. Although the three species share calli in the labellum, E. caparaoense can be distinguished by a longitudinal keel in the disc. The shape of the clinandrium with entire margin is very peculiar in E. caparaoense , when compared with those of the other two species, which are always denticulate.
Etymology:
The epithet refers to the type locality, Serra do Caparaó, a high, isolated mountain range in south-eastern Brazil, located between the states of Minas Gerais and Espírito Santo.
Geographical distribution and ecology:
The species is known only from the type locality, being a rather infrequent plant with just a few specimens observed in the region. E. caparaoense grows as an epiphyte on low tree trunks in semi-evergreen disturbed primary forest, associated with gallery forest, at approximately 1300 m above sea level. It flowers in August.
Conservation status: Epidendrum caparaoense was considered Vulnerable following the IUCN categories, included in criteria D2.
